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WHEN YOU ELECTED ME YOQUR PRESIDENT YOU CONFERRED UPON
ME THE HIGHEST OFFICE IN YOUR POWER YO GIVE AND THE GREATEST

HONOR A PROCTOLOGIST CAN RECEIVE, THIS IS ESPECIALLY POIG-

NANT BECAUSE ALL WHO HAVE PRECEDED ME IN THIS HIGH OFFICE
'HAVE BEEN OISTINGUISHED PROCTOLOG ISTS FROM LARGE METROPOLITAN

OR CLINIGAL CENTERE; WHILE | AM A PROCTOLOGIST IN PRIVATE
PRACTICE IN A RELATIVELY SMALL COMMUNITY WHICH 1§ NEARLY ONE
HUNDRED MILES FROM THE NEAREST MEDICAL SCHOOL. THIS 15 AN
IMPRESSIVE EXAMPLE OF THE WAMERICAN WAY OF LIFE," AND IS CON-
VINCING EVIDENCE THAT HERE IN OUR GREAT UNITED STATES OPPOR-

TUNITY IS TRULY UNLIMITED, WITH MIXED EMOTIONS OF PROFOUND
“GRATITUDE, AND WITH JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE TEMPERED WITH HUMILITY,

I THANK YOU FOR TH1S HIGHESY OF HONORS,
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HE PRESIDENT!AL ADDRESS YO AN ORGANlZATIGN OF THI

48 AND !MPORTANG’ 1S TRADITICNALLY ONE OF PH‘LOwOPH!G‘REMi»

'CENCEB. PRONOUNCEMENTS, AND ADMONITIONS BASED UPON A

'fsAcKGReuno OF WISDOM ATTAINED DURING A LONG LIFE OF PROFES- 
.éSlONAL ACHIEVEMENT. | MUST AOMIT, WITH RELUCTANCE or counsé
'ﬂacvnaa THAT | HAVE NOT YET LIVED LONG ENOUGH, OR THAT | HAVC .
_NOT ver ACHIEVED SBUFFICIENT SUCCESS TO QUALIFY AS A osspsmsea

,OF THE SOoCALLED “PEARLS OF WISDOM,® | WILL THEREFORE Lile

MY REMARKS TO A BRIEF ACCOUNY OF THE PRESENT 8TATUS OF OUR

:SOCIETY, YO SOME OF OUR AGCOMPLlSHMENTS, AND TO A FEW OF OUR

PROBLEMS. I witL ALS0O OFFER BOME SUGGESTIONS WHICH, IN WY

HOPIN!ON. ARE WORTHY OF CONSIDERATION FOR FUTURE ACTION,

PREGENT STATUS

DURING THE PAST TEN OR TWELVE YEARS THE AMERICAN
PROCTOLOGIC SOCIETY HAS EXPERIENCED 1TS GREATEST PERIQD OF

GROWTH AND 18 NOW MUGH LARGER AND BTRONGER THAN EVER BEFORE,

'OUR COLLECT!VE STRENGTH AS AN ORGANILATlON I8 MUCH GREATER

THAN THE SUMMATION OF OUR INDIVIDUAL STRENGTHS, THIS I8

TRUE BECAUSE FOR MORE THAN A HALF CENTURY THIS SOCIETY HAS
WISELY MADE USE OF AN EXECUTIVE COUNCIL COMPOSED OF CAREFULLY
SELECTED MEMBERS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT, AND FOR THE
sruov oF AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING MAJOR POLICIES AND

'DECISIONS, THROUGHOUT THE YEARS WE HAVE UTILIZED AS WMEMBERS
OF THIS COUNGIL THE BEST TALENT AMONG OUR MEMBERSHIP, AND
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HROUGH THEM HAVE BUILT UP A PRICELESS MERITAGE IN THE FGRM
"svnsnavn AND PRESTIGE, THIS INVALUABLE HERITAGE, IN wHtOH

LL SHARE, MUST BE PROTECTED AS AGSIDUOUSLY AS WE WGUL:;Q

fpao%ecr OUR OWN GOOD NAMES., 1 SAY THIS ADVIGEDLY BECAUQE ];
THERE ARE FORCES IN THIS COUNTRY TODAY WHICH WOULD WELCOME

AN OPPORTUNITY To WEAKEN OR EVEN YO DESTROY US,

AGCOMPL | SHMENTS

THI ADDRESS 1S THE ONE AND ONLY OPPORTUNITY | WILL HAVE

jro svan YO ALL OF YOU TOGETHER, AND IT 1S ONLY NATURAL. ruav
fi wusn Y6 DISCUSS WITH YOU SOME OF OUR MORE RECENT ACCOMPL!SH-
;mamrs OF WHICH WE GAN BE JUSTLY PROUD.

ONE OF OUR GREATEST AND MOST VALURABLE ACHIE VEMENTS HAS

TBEEN THE ORGANIZATION AND CO-ORDINATION OF LQCAL AND REGI(NAL

jPRocTOLoecc SOCIETIES, UNDER THE VERY ABLE GUIDANCE OF DR,

LAWRENQE £. BROWN AND HIS8 COMMITTEE ON LOCAL SOG!ETIES TH18

'suPoRrAnr AND DIFFICULT PROCEDURE 1S MAKING RAPID AND H1GHLY

sartsrgcvoav PROGRESS. {7 NOW APPEARS CERTAIN THAT LONG

'RANGE PLANB FOR THE INTEGRATION OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL PROC-
'TOLOGlC GROUPS A8 ORGANIZED AUTONOMOUS COMPONENTE OF THE

AMERICAN RROGTOLOGIC SOCIETY WILL MATERIALIZE IN THE NEAR
FUTURE, UPON COMPLETION OF THIS INYEGRATION PROGRAM THE
COMBINED STRENGTHS OF OUR NUMEROUS FINE LOCAL SOCIETIES wiLL
BE WELDED TOGETHER. THIS UNION OF COMPONENTS WILL, LIKE THE
ESSENTIAL ROOT SYSTEM OF A MIGHTY TREE, FEED LIFE AND VIGOR
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jﬁro THE PARENT ORGANIZATION, CONBUMMATION OF THIS QN|Tv j
:@}tuﬁlmpnovz AND MAKE STRONGER ALL COMPONENT PARTS FROM L
.‘LOOAL T0 NATIONAL LEVELS, WiTH SUSTENANCE AND STRENGTH |
o:rrusnvs FROM BELO® UPWARD, WHICH IS AS IT SHOULD BE,

ANOTHER ACCOMPL ISHMENT OF WHICH WE ARE PROUD 16 THE
aaTAaLusnweur OF THE AMERIGAN PROCTOLOGIC SOCIETY LOAN FUND
roa THE PURPOSE OF MAKING FINANGIAL ASS1STANCE AVAILABLE 10
QUAL!P!ED WORTHY PHYSICIANE WHO ARE IN APPRGVED PROCTOLOGY:
TRAINING, THIS CONGEPT OF FINANCIAL AID ORIGINATED IN THE
fFﬁRt:LE MIND OF DR, WENDEL W. GREEN WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED GEN-
N anuva OF H18 TALENT AND EFFORT TO OUR AFFAIRS IN GENERAL
?AND YO OUR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM IN PARTICULAR. OR, RALPH 1*
'BURKE OF OUR EDUGATION COMMITTEE MADE A THOROUGH STUDY OF
?vantous STUDENT LOAN FUNDS AND, AT DETROIT LAST YEAR (JUNE
fsssa). PREGENTED A PLAN BKILLFULLY TAILORED TO FIT OUR RE-
'QfoEMENTs. 1S PLAN WAS ADOPTED, AND WE EARMARKED $10,000

oF oua TREASURY FUNDS FOR THIS PURPOSE. THIS REVOLVING LOAN
runo 1§ ALREADY #IN BUSINESSY AND WE BELICVE 1T WILL PROVE 0
fa‘”oﬁ'cRaAT PRAGT|CAL BENEFIT TG THOSE WHO NEED 1T AND TO OUR

ggJALTv.

THE THIRD AND LAST ACCOMPLISHMENT ABOUT wHICH | wiLL
‘SPEAK IB BY NO MEANS LEASY, AS MOST OF YOU KNOW , \fiE HAVE
'TFOR & ‘LONG TIME ASPIRED TO HAVE OUR Q%N JOURNAL PUBL!SHED
‘:_F,O_VR_.:_AND DEVOTED TO OUR OWN SPECIALTY, REPEATED PURSU!TS oF
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th”asplaarzou OVER A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS ALWAYS LED TO

gplsﬁPPOINTMSNT BEGAUSE OF INSURMOUNT ABLE OBSTACLES AND rom

f XITIES, IN RECENT MONTHS, HONEVER, THERE HAS BEEN A
'8 sosn CHANGE IN THE PICTURE WHICH COULD WELL BE A TRIBUTE -
-TO THEthRTuas OF PERS) STENCE AND DETERMINATICN, 1T NOW o

,APPEARQ THAT QUR JOURNAL 1S TO BECCME A R!‘.AL!TY THL.: 36

JUE LARGELY TO THE DEDICATED AND TIRELESS EFFRTS OF ORS. HARRY

,&,_aAcou. LOUIS A, BUIE, STUART T, ROSS, AND MANY OTHERS, F
 éLL GOES WELL, AND WE FULLY EXPECT THAT 1T wiLL, THE FIRST
jtiS‘*UE OF QUR OWN JOURNAL, “ Diseases of THE CoLonN X }EECTuh“)

fro BE PUBLIGHED BY THE GRCAT FIRM OF J. B, LIPPENCOTT COMPAVY
ios PHILADELPHIA, EHOULD REAGH YOU NEXT JANUARY CARRY ING AMCNG
:orugn IHINGS, A REPORT OF THIS MEETING, THE EIDTOR 1S To BE
icun OWN DR. LOUIG A BUIE, AND HE WILL HAVE A STRONG ED1TOR1AL
?BO&RD YO SUPPORT HIM., TO ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THIS NEW VEN-
:TURE T 1S ESSENTIAL THAT EACH OF US GIVE IT WHOLE HE ARTED |
»gsupponr INEVERY WAY POSSIBLE, WE CANNOT AVD SHALL NOT BE '
SAT!SF!ED WITH JOURNALISTIC MEDIOCRITY; OURS MUST AND WILL 8E
'.AT LEAST EQUAL YO THE BEST, 8

PROBLEMS AND SUGGESTIONS

"‘f; wz HAVE PROBLEMS AS WELL AS ACHIZVEMENTS TO CONSlOER,
INDIFFERENGE #ND COMPLACENCY MIGHT EASILY PREVENT RECOGNT~
foon AND CORRECTION OF POTENTIAL OR EXISTING WEAKNESSES IN.
OUR OBGANIZATION, AND THIS WOULD INDEED BE A GRIEVOUS ERROR,
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fcﬂsricAL ANALYSIS AND GONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM ARE ESSENT!AL
jwoa SUCGESS OR EVEN FOR SURVIVAL IN THIG AGE OF RAPID AND
?somarlwas CONFUSING ‘PROGRESS, WITH THIS IN MIND, AND HUTH
an&DsNG FUTH IN OUR COLLECTIVE ABILITY OF COMPREMENSION, rﬂt

"FOLLOWlNG PROBLEMS, CRITICISMS AND SUGGESTIONE ARE PRLSENTED

| AnpngcTAkwquceny

fA raw YEARS 460 (1954) CERTIF!GATION IN AND RECOGN!T!ON pr
.ANORECTAL SURGERY WAS ABOLISHED, AND THIS HAS BEEN A MAfTER

gOFfosaP CONCERN TO ME AS WELL AS TO MANY OTHERS. ONE oF MY

faukwanr PREDECESSORB DR, NEWTON D, SMITH, IN HIS PRESIDEN-
ﬁrtAL ADDRESS TO THIS SOCIETY IN BOSTON FOUR YEARS AGO (tass)

”'Rrssan CLEARLY HIS OOUBTS CONCERN ING THE wigSDOM OF tHia

:ABOLI?ION BY DEVOTING MORE THAN ONE THIRD OF HIs ADDRE 86 TO
)TH{S susaecv HE BAID, IN PART, ®,,... WILL ANORECTAL sua-f
RY. AGAIN BECOME A PROF ITABLE FIELD FOR PHYSICIANS wHo Anaf

i NBUFPIOIENTLY TRAINED? WILL THOSE ¥HO ARE PRONE TO BE , oaﬁ

ane' eaossuv UNETHIGAL SEEK THE AOVERTISED PROMINENGE mnncﬂ;
fono; saavaa THE SQUALID PURPOSES OF THEIR KINDY! NOT MANY

| ;”EARS AGO MEN WHO HAD TIRED OF THE BURDENS OF GENERAL PRACw

irica WOULD SPEND A FEW WEEKS, OR AT MOST A FEW MONTHS |
STUDYING WITH, OF VISITING A PROCTOLOGIST, OR THEY COULD TAKE
A B0-CALLED COURSE IN PROCTOLOGY AND THEN IMPOSE THEMSELVES
ON PATIENTS AS QUALIFIED YRECTAL SPECIALISTSY,..., 1T APPEARS
CERTAIN THAT PHYSIGIANS ARE DISPOSED TO ACCEDE TO WHAT THEY
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"BELIEVE 1S A PUBLIC DEMAND THAT SOME OF THEM PRACTICE ANO-
‘RﬁéTAL SURGERY A3 A SPECIALTY. IT SEEMS EQUALLY CERTAIN
THAT IT 1S OUR MORAL DUTY TO PROVIDE PATIENTS WITH PHYSICIANS
WHOM WE KNOW ARE QUALIFIED TG PRAGTICE SUGH SURGERY. IF WE
 #£tL IN TH1S, NOT ONLY IS IT PROBABLE THAT PATIENTS WILL
SUFFER BUT ALSO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS SOCIETY, HAVING -
fsninueo AN APPARENT RESPONEIBILITY, MAY LOSE ITo PRESENT IN=
fFLuaNcs # |

WE RECOGNIZE AND FULLY APPRECIATE THE COMPLEX DIFFICUL=
TIES INVOLVED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF AN
 ££AM1NAr|oN AND CERTIFYING AGENGY (THE ANERICAN BOARD OF
_éRocroLoev) WHICH MUST ALSO DELINEATE AND SAFEGUARD THE
HIGH STANDARDS OF OUR SPECIALTY. WE RECOGNIZE ALSO THAT
3THE VERY SYSTEM TO WHICH WE ARE COMMITTED IS ORKING.HARD;;
iSHIPS AND INJUSTICES IN MANY INSTANGES, IT 18 ENTIRELY
fpossnsLE THAT THESE DIFFICULTIES MAY EVENTUALLY BE GORRECTED
{WHEN THEIR EXISTENGE AND IMPORTANGE ARE FULLY APPREGIATED ANO
 w§EN THE NEED FOR QUALIFIED ANORECTAL SLRGEONS 1S ascosniz;o.

o !T 1S UNFORTUNATELY TRUE THAT A FEW OF OUR OWN MgMBERs
;HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN SITUATIONS AND WITH ORGANIZATIONS wrtCH
iDO,NOT‘REFLECT FAVORABLY ON THEM OR ON THE iNTEGRITY OF THSS
SOCIETY, IN NEARLY EVERY INSTANGE SUCH INVOLVEMENT HAS BEEN
pusgrd7LAcK OF INFORMATION, OR YO MISINFORMATION, AND NOT TO
'BAD INTENTIONS, TODAY WE LIVE IN A GTRANGE AND TROUBLED WORLDj
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'HERE N OUR OWN COUNTRY UNPRECEDENTED PROSPERITY WALKS HAND
;& HANo WiTH THE SPECTRE OF APPREHENSION AND FEELINGS OF
INSECURITY., EVEN IN OUR OWN SELECT GROUP T SHOULD NOT BE.
SURPRISING, PERHAFS. THAW AN OGCABIONAL UNWARY INDIVIDUAL
WOULD UN¥ITTINGLY ALLOW HIS PERSPECTIVE TO BECOME SUFFI-
CIENTLY ALTERED TO MAKE HIM VULNERABLE TO SUBTLE BUT UNPRO-
PITIQUS YEMPTATIONS FOR SELF~AGGRANDIZEMENT, WE CANNOT .
conpaomusa OUR INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE RESPONS!B!L!T!ES
FOR UNTARN|SHED DECORUM,

. ADMINISTRATION AND QRGANIZAT)ON

 THE UNREASONABLE BURDENS WE PLACE ON OUR ELEGTED SECRE-
TARY, AND THE TREMENDOUS PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL SACRIFICE
HE MUST MAKE IN ORDER TO PERFORM PROPERLY THE DUTIES OF THAT
OFFICE, 1S A PROBLEM THAT BECOMES MORE SERIOUS EACH YEAR,

THE TIME HAS ARRIVED WHEN WE MUST EMPLOY A COMPETENT EXECUTIVE
SECRETARY TO TAKE OVER THESE BURDNS OF ADMINISTRATION AND.
ALSO MUCH OF THE ROUTINE ADMINISTRATIVE DETAIL NOW HANDLED

BY OUR TREASURER AND CERTAIN COMMITTEES, WHILE THIS 1S A BIG
AND UNPREGEDENTED STEP FOR US 1T WiLL, | AM CONVINCED, LEAD

US TO NEW HORIZONS OF SUCCESS, AGCCOMPL I SHMENT AND BATISFACTION,

ANOTHER IMPORTANT PROBLEM t8 THAT OF OUR OWN INTERNAL
ORGANIZATION, OUR VARIOUS MEMBERBHIP CLASSIFICATICNS AND
THEIR COMPLEX REQUIREMENTS ARE CONFUSING AND OIFFICULT TO
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VlNTERPRET. THIS REQUIRES A CAREFUL AND COMPREHENSIVE RE~
wﬁXAMtNATION, AND THE FORMULATION OF A GIMPLER ORGANIZATIONAL
”sraucruna OUR EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION AND FROCEDURES, WHICH

HAVE GHANCED BUT LITTLE FOR HALF A CENTURY, LlKENlSE DESERVE

RﬁfAPPRAQSAL WITH THE VIEW OF SIMPLIFICATION AND STREAML N

INQ FOR BETTER CO-ORDINATION AND GREATER EFFICIENCY, ALL OF

,iu;s, HOWEVER, 16 TRICKY BUSINESS AND SHOULD BE DELAYED UNTIL
 w£ HAVE BENEFIT OF COMPETENT PROFESGIGNAL ADMINIBTRATIVE :A
qumAasMENT, WE WILL THEN ALSO HAVE BENEFIT OF THE SPECCAL.
i|2£o ORGANIZATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND WKNOW-HOWY THAT GOES w;ta
Q%QCH PROFESSIONAL MANAGMENT,

" WE ALL KNOW THAT IMPROVEMENTS USUALLY COST MONEY AS hELL

{A ieFFoR?. OUR TREASURY HAS DONE VERY WELL INDEED, DURING THE
,;pasr DECADE WITH A CONGIDER/BLE INCREASE IN RECEIPTS FROM A
 LARGER DUES~PAY ING MEMBERSHIP AND FROM RENTALSE PAID BY TECHn
;Nncnu EXHIBITORS AT OUR ANNUAL CONVENTIONS. IT 1S ALSO taus
_frwAT OUR EXPENSES HAVE INCREABER CONSIOERABLY. PUBLICATION

fovfoua JOURNAL WiLL INVOLVE A FINANGIAL L1ABILITY THAT MAY

fsxceeo $20, 000 TO OFFSET ANTICIPATED UNAVOIDABLE osracsrs :N
ﬂggrx’ng,srARrao. AN INGREASE IN OUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP oUES
7tht“;nbaAaLv BE NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN FINANCIAL SOUNDNESS -
jAna ro PROVIDE FOR EACH OF OUR MEMBERS A 8UBSCR|PTION 10 oua
.ENEW JOURNAL .
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CONCLUSIONS

THE AMERICAN PROCTOLOGIC socierTy WAS ORGANIZED FipTY.
EIGHT YEARS AGO (1898) w)TH TWELVE MEMBERS, N CoLumBuys,
OHIO. DR, JOSEPH M, MATHEWS, A DISTINGU!SHED PROCTOLOGIST
AND TEACHER, ofF LoutsviLLe, KENTUCKY, was IT8 FIRST PREg].
DENT; HE wAS ALsp PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASS0OC|A-
TION. 1T 15 DousTFuL IF ANY MAN EVER 01D MORE FOR ANY
SPECIALTY THAN OR. MATHEWS 01D FoR PROCTOLOGY, He WIROTE N
1920, “FORTY vEARs HAVE ELAPSED sINCE | EMBARKED IN PROQW
TOLOGY AS A SPECIALIBY, AT THay TIME NO ONE, ANYWHERE ,  HAD
DONE 80, 1 mygy CONFESS THAT IT was WITH SOME FEAR AND

TREPIDATION THAT | GAVE UP GENERAL PRACTICE To ENTER THIS
NEW AND UNTRIED FIELD, 1T wag noT RECCGN IZED BY any MEDICAL

COLLEGE OR ORGANIZA?iON: NOT A ginGLE ARTiCLE RELATING TO
THESE IMPORTANT DISEASES couLp BE FOUND IN ANY MEDICAL JOURNAL ,

THIS QUOTATION FROM DR. WATHEWS 1 PRESENTED BECAUSE OF
THE STRIKING CONTRAST BETweew CONDITIONS HE ENCOUNTERED AND
THOSE EXIST NG TODAY, OUR FUTURE 15 OUR ou RESPONSIBILITY;
IT CAN BE SHAPED ACCORDING TO OUR DESIRES, PERSISTENT EFFORT
AND PETERMINAT ION GUIDED BY yupicioys IMAGINATION AND wignow
4ILL SURELY LEAD us To "HORIZONS UNL ImMITED, * )

Rurus @, ALtey, ¥,0., F.A.C,8.
Lexinaron, Ken ruoxy



